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NO PROGRESS IN AUSTRIAN TREATY TALKS, The London negotiations of the 
Big Four Foreign winisters’ deputies who, at this session, have been 
trying to write a treaty of independence for Austria for the past five 
weeks have led to no tangible results so far. The principle stumbling 
block has been Yugoslavia's demand for the creation of an autonomous 
area in Southern Carinthia and her insistence on substantial reparati- 
ons from Austria, Dr, Karl Gruber, in the name of the Austrian Govern- 
ment, rejected these demands for which there is no legal, historic or 
economic justification and specifically declared that Austria would not 
ratify any State Treaty which does not respect her 1957 pre-Hitler 
borders or which calls for the payment of reparations. Austria would 
agree, however, to the inclusion of clauses in the treaty providing 

for international safeguards of the constitutionally-guaranteed pro- 
tection already afforded the linguistic minorities in the country, and 
further, to enter into close economic cooperation with Yugoslavia, But 
the Yugoslav delegate, declared Foreign Minister Gruber on March 10th 
to the deputies, saw fit to respond to these generous Austrian offers 
by a new accusation speech interlarded with unfounded assertions, The 
Federal Government had no intention of participating in a settlement 
which would reduce Austria to the rank of a defeated nation deprived 

of her rights, carve into her sovereign territory and impose upon her 
people unjust burdens which they are unable to bear, 

"Soday", Dr. Gruber continued, "I have received from the Austrian 
Government definite instructions to request peace for Austria now; a 
peace which ends this long-lasting occupation, If, therefore, “the in- 
tervention of a Yugoslav delegation at this table does not contribute 
any further to this aim, I have to request in the name of the Federal 
Government the recognition of the Austrian frontiers without further 
delay, The estadlishment of peace is considered throughout the world 
the prime duty of the Four Great Powers, To withhold peace from Aust- 
ria is an injustice, There is no justification whatsoever for further 
holding up this Conference through Yugoslav objections, Austria is 
prepared to make reasonable contributions to a better understanding 
with her neighbor, Austria is not prepared to buy Austria's natural 
right to peaceful life within her frontiers, by further concessions," 

Dr, Gruber's declaration was preceded by a statement from Yugoslav 
delegate Ales Bebler in which the latter reiterated his country's well- 
known claims on Carinthia and demands for an autonomous state and repa- 
rations, The Western Powers have repeatedly rejected these demands 
which Russian delegate Georgi N,. Zarubin has continued to support. 





CHANCELLOR FIGL UNDERLINES AUSTRIA'*S FIRM INTENT TO PURSUE FREE POLICY. 
Austria will continue to pursue an independent policy and not show any 
weakness despite the present deadlock in the London negotiations for a 
State Treaty, Chancellor Leopold Figl declared in an article recently 
published by the People's Party press service, The Austrian statesman 
further asserted that Austria had been treated far worse than any other 
nation in the same situation, and that she had quickly become the pawn 
of international politics, Austria's effort to achieve freedom has 
been faisely interpreted first by one side, then by the other, and 
each had made its agreement to a treaty dependent on Austria's endorse- 
ment of its policy. "We cannot and will not do this", the Chancellor 
stated, “We shall pursue an independent policy, Nobody can say how 
long the present situation will endure, but we do not intend to show 
any weakness, We know that we must stand together in Austria, The 
last eleven years have required unexempled sacrifices from our people, 
but have not broken their courage, We shall continue to make every 
possible sacrifice since we recognize that to give in now would mean 
ruin for us once more," 

Addressing a conference of Socialist municipal officials, Minister 
of the Interior Oskar Helmer stated on March 12th that hope for an 
agreement in London had declined to almost zero in the last few days, 
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CARINTHIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AGAINST CESSION OR AUTONOMY, The Car- 
Inthian Federation of Labor, which 1s composed of Slovene as well as 
German-speaking workers, in a telegram to the Austrian Foreign Min- 
ister stressed that the overwhelming majority of Carinthia's labor 
union members insist upon the right of democratic self-determination 
for Carinthia and demand that the province remain an undivided part of 
the Austrian Republic, The telegram was the outcome of a resolution 
unanimously adopted by the Federation's Executive Committee, It also 
stated that the creation of an autonomous area was contrary to the 


population's wishes and could not be put into effect without its con- 
sent. 


RESTRICTED AREA IN CARINTHIA REOPENED, The British occupation forces 
formally advised the Austrian Federal Government that as of March 1, 
1949, the thirty kilometer wide "closed zone" which encompasses the 
entire southern border of Carinthia (Austrian-Yugoslav boundary) would 
be reopened and that this formerly restricted area would again be ac- 
cessible to travellers, Heretofore, entry into this area had been 
possible only with special passes, 

In 1945 this border area was closed by the British occupation 
forces to safeguard peace and order because at that time, right after 
the end of the war, disorders and conflicts broke out repeatedly: 
anti-Tito Yugoslavs were making sorties from Carinthia into Yugoslavia 
from whence they had fled, and Yugoslav frontier authorities and mili- 
tary units were violating the border and abducting numbers of individ- 
uals from Austrian territory. But the combined efforts of the British 
occupation forces and the Austrian gendarmerie have led to the re- 
establishment of peace and order so that the closed zone, which the 
Austrian Government has long considered unnecessary, could again be 
opened to unrestricted access, The Vienna press has welcomed the lift- 
ing of these restrictions as a gratifying British step toward the ex- 
tension of Austrian sovereignty. The Socialist “Arbeiter Zeitung" 
writes: "Austria's fifth zone (in addition to the four occupation 
zones) has been eliminated, This is a further step toward peace", 





WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS REPRESENTATIVS VISITS VIENNA. Mr. Gerhart M. . - 
Riegner, member of the World Jewish Congress executive committee and 
head of the organization's Geneva office, spent a few days in Vienna 
in the beginning of March to discuss with members of the Austrian Gov- 
ernment the position of Austrian Jewry and to acquaint himself with 
the situation of displaced Jews in Austria, At a press conference, Mr. 
declared that everywhere he had encountered a cooperative and under- 
standing attitude, He further told newsmen that he had gained the imp- 
ression that Austrian authorities were doing their utmost to settle 
the restitution question as fairly and quickly as the difficult condi- 
tions permitted, 

Mr, Riegner also revealed that Jewish DP camps in Austria were 
being dissolved, as the Israeli representative in Vienna, Dr, Lewin, 
was confident that by the end of May all of the 4000 or more Palestine 
emigrants would be already on their way to Israel. Only two camps will 
contimue to remain in operation: one for the old and sick and one for 
those DP's who are still waiting for completion of their visa formali- 
ties for emigration to the West. At the present time there are only 
7000 Jewish DP's left in Austria, although as many as 160,000 have at 


one time or another passed through the country during the last three 
years. 





PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR FREE ECONOMY, Julius 
Raab, President of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce and Vice-Chairman 
of the country's majority People's Party, told a meeting of business- 
men in Vienna at the end of February that Government subsidies should 
be discontinued and that the market situation should be regulated only 
by the law of supply and demand, He went on to say that price controls 
were no longer necessary and should be lifted by the middle of the 
year. President Raab further stressed the importance of the workers 

as consumers and concluded that all of industry was therefore vitally 
concerned that labor enjoy fair wages, The spring session of Parlia- 
ment should enact legislation to reduce taxes to a bearable level in 
order to avoid stifling private enterprise and to forestall widespread 
unemployment which would only create a fertile field for dangerous rad- 
icalism, concluded Mr, Raab who is also leader of the People's Party 
group in Parliament, 





AUSTRIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR REPORTS 1,278,686 MEMBERS, The Austrian | 


Federation of Labor ("desterreichischer Gewerkschartsbund") which is 
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the parent organization of all labor unions in the country had a total 
membership of 1,278,686 on December 31, 1948, according to a report 
released by the Federation's secretariat, Of these 73% are men and 
27% women. The strongest union in the Federation is the Metal and 
Mine Workers Union with 200,148 members; the second largest is the 
Construction and Wood Workers Union with 170,000 and the third is the 
White Collar Workers Union (in private industry) with 139,000 members, 


GESTAPO MAN SENTENCED TO LIFE, Johann Haller, a former Gestapo offici- 
al and war criminal, was sentenced to life imprisonment by a people's 
court in Linz. The accused was found guilty of high treason, crimes 
against humanity and persecution, During the Nazi occupation Haller 
had been an official at the Gestapo Headquarters in Linz and, as such, 
had persecuted and tortured political prisoners, 





NAZI LEADER'S SENTENCE INCREASED TO 10 YEARS. The three-year jail 
sentence imposed on former SA-Fuehrer Erwin Schaffer by a People's 
Court in Vienna has been increased to 10 years of harsh confinement 
and loss of property by the Supreme Court. Contrary to the opinion 
held by the People's Court, the subsequent proceedings proved to the 
satisfaction of the higher court that Schaffer had not only been an 
"illegal" Nazi and an SA-Fuehrer, but that he had also been "Kreis- 
leiter" of Vienna's western district, Although the defense tried to 
prove that Schaffer had held this position only temporarily and had 
never been officially appointed to it by Hitler, the Supreme Court 
maintained that the defendant had been active as Kreisleiter for a 
number of years and that it was this fact and not his formal appoint- 
ment by Hitler which was the deciding factor in his guilt. 





THE DEATH RATE IN VIENNA, Heart disease claimed more deaths in Vienna 
during the month of January than any other ailment, according to the 
January report of the city's Office of Vital Statistics, Of 2659 
deaths, 687 were caused by heart trouble. Other diseases were respons- 
ible for the following number of deaths; 472 caused by cancer, 264 by 
bronchitis and pneumonia, and 68 by influenza. Of the 552 persons who 
died of influenza and.pneumonia, 241 were above sixty, and only 6 were 
between the ages of 20 and 39, The overall death rate in Vienna was 
15% higher this January than last, an increase for which a serious 
influenza and pneumonia epidemic was responsible. The infant mortali- 
ty rate, as compared to the previous year, dropped from 66 to 64 per 
thousand births. Assassination took the life of one person, accidents 
killed 84 and 57 committed suicide, On Jamary 18th, the population 
of Vienna was 1,774,966 people, 756,871 (or 43%) of which were men, 





AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BUDGET FOR 1949, The ordinary Austrian national 
budget for the current year contemplates 6089 million schillings in 
expenditures and 6090 million schillings in revenues, In 1948, ex- 
penditures amounted to 5091 million schillings and revenues to 5092 
million, 
The following is a list of federal expenditures included in the 

ordinary budget: 
Federal Government (central administration, education, 

social security, unemployment. compensation, justice, 

finance and customs departments, pensions, promotion 

of agriculture, road construction, police and gendar- 

mery, hydraulic works, foreign service, art, etc.) Sch, 3627 mill. 
State monopolies (salt, tobacco, liquor) Sch, 122 mill. 
Public enterprises (postal and telegraph services, 

federal forest administration, state printing ; 

office, federal theaters, etc.) Sch, 844 mill, 
Federal ailroads Sch. 1496 mill. 





e 


che. 
Federal revenues, on the other hand, will be derived from the 
following sources: 
Direct taxation (income and other taxes) Sch. 1786 mill, 
Turnover (or transaction) taxes Sch, 1000 mill. 
Customs duties Sch, .100 mill. 
Consumer taxes (tobacco, wine, etc.) Sch. 1596 mill. 
Transportation taxes and other duties Sch. 304 mill. 
! Sch. 4766 mille 
Minus contributions to the states 
and municipalities: Sch, 1598 mill. 
Total revenues from taxes and duties 
for the ordinary budget: Sch, 3188 mill. 
Revenues from resorts - Sch. 520 mill, 












8/15/49 AUSTRIAN INFORMATION-4 


State monopolies Schs 267. mill. 
_Public enterprises Sch, 779 mill. 
Federal railroads Sch, 1336 mill. 


ch. 6 mill, 

The extraordinary expenditures total 1443 million schillings, 
647 million of which are earmarked for reconstruction (federal rail- 
roads, post office administration, etc.) and 795 million set aside for 
new investments (electrification, etc.). These expenditures will be 
met, partly from whatever surplus funds remain from the ordinary bud- 
get, and partly from credit operations or ERP counterpart funds, In- 
asmuch as these latter sources of revenue are not yet definite, all 
extraordinary expenditures will be made only as and when such funds be- 
come available, Every three months, the Council of Ministers will 
approve these expenditures in advance, 


AUSTRIAN “ECONOMY COMMISSIONERS", Austria's “economy commissioners" 
have now begun their activity all over the country under the direction 
of the Finance Ministry. It is the mission of these supervisors to 
promote economy measures in all Government departments by proposing 
money-saving improvements and strictest controls. These efficiency 
experts have broad authority to ascertain where public payrolls can be 
decreased and where agencies can be eliminated or reduced in size, 
They must incorporate their findings in regular reports to the Federal 
Government in Vienna, These economy measures are intended to lighten 
the tremendous financial load imposed upon the Austrian state by the 
disproportionate inflation of the country's bureaucratic apparatus 
during the war and postwar periods and to scale it. down to a sound 
operating level, 





LAND REFORM BILL IN AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT, A group of deputies from the 
Austrian People's Party, a considerable portion of whose electoral 
strength has traditionally come from the country's Catholic farmers, 
recently introduced a land reform bill in the Austrian Parliament 
(Nationalrat)., The bill calis for economic measures to further a fair- 
er distribution of land holdings and for enactment of laws to help the 
country's farmers preserve and improve their rural homesteads, The 
projected law also contemplates the establishment of viable family 
holdings and proposes land grants to agricultural and forestry workers 
as well as to the rural family holdings already in existence, This 
additional land would be obtained by a single mass levy of land - 
fairly purchased by the State - which would affect those large estates 
whose economically profitable cultivated area, exclusive of pasture 
land, woods and ponds, exceeds 1255 acres in one federal province, 

Compared to most other European countries, Austria has a particule 
arly favorable ratio of land distribution which is excelled only by 
that of Denmark, Its large estates are of minor importance and exist 
only in the Burgenland and Lower Austria in any concentrated form, al- 
though even in these two federal states they do not exceed 10% of the 
total profit-yielding acreage. In Lower Austria, for example, there 
are 157,000 farms with a total area of about 2,471,000 acres, only 
918 of which are large farms with something over 200,000 acres of land, 
In the Burgenland, there are 44,000 farms with a total land of 600,000 
acres, 205 of which are large farms with about 60,000 acres, In all 
other federal provinces, the large estates account for an even smaller 
amount of land, and in the primarily mountainous western regions, 
these estates are limited almost exclusively to forest land which can- 
not be considered for a land reform, 

Of the 455,560 farms in Austria, there are only 6000 which are 
larger than 100 hectares (247 acres), and more than three quarters of 
these are family farms operated by the owners themselves. A land re- 
form in Austria would therefore necessarily be limited in scope and 
could never have the significance land reforms have had in Southeast- 
ern Europe, Its realization would not even have the character of a 
far-reaching social measure - since latifundia are practically unknown 
- but would merely help to strengthen the economic structure of farm 
enterprises, There is still, however, a lively discussion as to 
whether a land reform affecting the few large estates might not also 
lead to a certain decrease in agricultural production, 





AUSTRIA'S FOOD SUPPLY FOR 1949, Barring unforeseen circumstances, 
Austria's food supply for the current year will be sufficient to as- 
sure the normal consumer a basic ration of 2100 calories per day. In 
addition to these 2100 calories of rationed foodstuffs, Austrians may 
supplement their daily diet with fruits and vegetables as well as 
other foods which are no longer subject to rationing. The rations for 
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workers and heavy workers are much greater than those of the normal 
consumer, and children, invalids and pregnant mothers also receive 
supplementary foodstuffs. This year will be the first since the war 
that the medically-prescribed minimum food requirements will presumab- 
ly be exceeded regularly. This development has long been overdue be- 
cause, since 1945, the Austrian population has been continuously under- 
nourished, subsisting on a ration which at times was as low as 800 cal- 
ories per day or about 20% of the average American daily food diet, 

The considerable increase in food rations during 1948 also led to 
& price collapse on the black market where the black price of such all- 
important foodstuffs as meat, fats, sugar and flour dropped by an aver- 
age about 60 to 70%, Results on the open market were no less gratify- 
ing as the scope of its activity was continuously enlarged by an ever- 
increasing number of foods taken off the ration list, and as the dec- 
line in prices was happily counter-balanced by an increase in supply, 
Thus coffee, tea, chocolate and poultry are again available at prices 
within reach of the average consumer, 

It is a well-known fact that in Austria there are three "markets"; 
the"official market" which comprises the rationed basic foods (such as 
meat, fats and bread), the “open market" which includes all foods that 
are no longer rationed and may be sold freely (such as chocolate, fruit, 
vegetables, coffee, poultry, etc.), and the "black market" which en- 
gages in the illegal sale at inflated prices of foods that are still 
rationed (meat, fats, etc.). The “black market" is the target of 
frequent police raids during which large amounts of food are confisca- 
ted. As long as the general food supply was very bad, it was impossib- 
le to eliminate the black market, but now that rations have been inc- 
reased and many food items released for sale on the open market, its 
activity has become very restricted and its existence condemned to a 
slow but sure death, 

During the current year Austria will be able to produce about 37 
to 40% of its own food requirements: 230,000 tons of cereals, 38,000 
tons of barley, 20,00) tons of oats, 25, O00 tons of corn, 520,000 tons 
of potatoes, 650,000 tons of milk, 80,000 tons of meat and 3,000 tons 
of fats, as well as fruits and vegetables, The rest of the food re- 
quirements will be met primarily by ERP-financed imports from abroad, 
and to a lesser extent by imports effected in the course of the count- 
ry's normal trade relations. Austria is scheduled to receive the fol- 
lowing Marshall Plan food supplies: 666,000 tons of cereals, 58,800 
tons of fats, 7500 tons of meat, 5000 tons of rice, 18,000 tons of 
podded vegetables, 5000 tons of milk powder and 800 tons of coffee, 
These imports notwithstanding, the country is contemplating a still 
greater increase in domestic food production in order to reduce such 
food imports still further, 






















AUSTRIAN MAGNESITE PRODUCTION TOPS PREWAR OUTPUT. Austria's magnesite 
industry has increased its production considerably since the war and 
has already surpassed that of the year 1937. The monthly output of 
raw magnesite dropped from 53,155 tons to 18,485 tons between 1937 and 
1947, but by December 1948 it had reached 38,000 tons. Likewise, the 
production of sinter magnesite, which had dropped from 9,128 tons to 
6,519 tons was increased to 15,272 tons per month. By December 1948, 
the output of caustic magnesite, which in 1937 had amounted to only 
5,950 tons per month, reached 5,835 tons, In 1947 it had been as low 
as 2,578 tons, The production of magnesite bricks in December 1948 
wan Ro tons or 40% higher than the average monthly production in 

1 . 





AUSTRIAN CUTLERY INDUSTRY WORKING AT FULL CAPACITY, The four Austrian 
knife, fork and spoon factories have received more domestic and foreign 
orders than their present supply can actually fill. Present delivery 
time for silverware and eating implements of other materials is three- 
quarters of a year, Exports of Austrian metal tableware have reached 

a yearly level of $800,000, The knife, fork and spoon industry was 
recently modernized by the acquisition of foreign machines and its 
supply of steel is satisfactory, although there is still somewhat of a 
shortage in grinding or polishing wheels, 


INCREASED MATCH PRODUCTION. Last December was the first time since 
the end of the war that Austria's normal match requirements could once 
more be adequately fulfilled from the country's domestic production, 
Further production increases are expected as a result of the favorable 
supply of raw materials. The four match factories now operating in 
Austria have a combined capacity of 650 million boxes per year; the 
domestic market can absorb about 250 million of these, Despite great 
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difficulties, Austria is now exporting matches to France, England, 
Italy, Malta, Siam and various South American countries, and the match 
industry is making every effort to increase these exports still furth- 
er, 


AUSTRIAN PAPER INDUSTRY DECONTROLLED, Beginning in idarch, Austria's 
paper industry will no Longer be completely controlled by the state. 
The new regulations which have now been put into effect will free the 
greater part of the paper industry from the strict Government controls 
to which it had been subjected since the war, Only a few branches of 
the industry, such as for example the production of soda pulp, will 
still be regulated by the Government. 





FURTHER ELECTRIFICATION OF AUSTRIA'S RAIL NLTWORK. In 1949, Austria 
will spend 160 million schillings on its railroad electrification prog- 
ram, 48 million more than were spent for this purpose last year, In 
1948, work was continued and to some extent completed on the railroad 
power stations of Uttendorf (Salzburg), Braz (Vorarlberg) and Obervel- 
lach (Carinthia). The transformer station at Attnang (Upper Austria) 
was likewise completed, and the Bregenz - St. Margareten - Switzerland 
line fully electrified. The resumption of electric service on the lat- 
ter stretch completes the rail electrification program in the Vorarl- 
berg, and will considerably facilitate service on the international 
Warsaw - Prague - Munich - Zurich - Geneva line which includes the 
Bregenz - St. Margareten run, 

in Way of this year, the Linz - Attnang line will also be switched 
to electric service. This further step in the program will save the 
Federal Railroads at least 50,000 tons of coal per year, and will re- 
duce travel time substantially on the major Austrian rail artery 
Vienna - Innsbruck - Feldkirch, Work on the Villach - Spittal (Carin- 
thia) and Bischoffshofen - Eben (Salzburg) lines will also be contin- 
ued this year and, in so far as circumstances permit, completed, The 
Austrian Federal Railroads have ordered 16 new heavy electric locomot- 
ives from inland locomotive works and these are scheduled to be put 
into service during the course of the year. At the present time, Aust- 
ria has a total of over 3000 locomotives, only 400 of which are elect+ 
ric, the others operating either on coal or Diesel oil. This year, 
construction work will also be continued on new power stations for the 
Federal Railroads, 





AUSTRIAN TRADE TREATY WITH INDIA, A trade agreement with India which 
covers a volume of trade amounting to some 80 to 100 million schil- 
lings each way is expected to be completed this month, During the 
first 11 months of 1948, Austria's exports to India totalled 40,2 
million schillings and her imports from that country 20,2 million 
schillings. In 1957, imports amounted to 22,5 million schillings and 
exports to 20,1 million, Austria will receive from India primarily 
cotton, wool and jute in return for Austrian steel and iron products, 





AUSTRIAN EXPORTS TO EGYPT, As a result of successful trade talks, the 
Austrian Nitrogen Works in Linz will export 60,000 metric tons of nit- 
rogen fertilizer to Egypt against payment in Egyptian pounds, 40,000 
tons are already in stock and delivery will start soon via Trieste, 
The balance will come from current production, 

The Vienna Serotherapeutic Institute, which has already supplied 
Egypt with vaccines, has now expanded its production to such an extent 
that exports of serum are scheduled to be sent to Egypt, Italy, Fin- 
land and Turkey, The Institute is now working with 200 horses. 





FREE PORT OF LINZ BEING DEVELOPED, Completion of its modern port ins- 
tallations has now broug the free trade zone of Linz to the second 
phase of its development as a duty-free zone. The next step calls for 
the erection of a modern cold-storage bullding which is to begin this 
spring. The creation of a vast industrial free trade enclosure in 
'1950 will be the third and last step in the establishment of the duty- 
free customs zone of Linz, 





DIRECT ZURICH-VIENNA AIR SERVICE. A regular two hour and twenty min- 
ute plane service between Zurich and Vienna is being operated by the 
British European Airways with Viking liners, Flights leave Zurich- 
Kloten every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 12:35 and ar- 
rive in Vienna-Schwechat at 14:55. Departure time in the opposite 
direction is 8:20 a.m. with arrivals in Switzerland at 10:50. 


FREE MARKET VALUE OF AUSTRIAN SCHILLING INCREASES, In the beginning 
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of iWarch, the Austrian schilling reached the exchange value of 16 Swiss 
francs to 100 schillings on the Zurich currency exchange. Compared to 
its value in the fall of 1948, the Austrian schilling has increased in 
value by almost 100%. The schilling's quotation in Switzerland is 
used as a standard because today that country is the center of Europe's 
free currency market, 

As a result of the schilling's increased value on open foreign 
exchanges, the black market prices for the dollar, the pound and the 
Swiss franc in Austria have declined to a corresponding extent, The 
dollar which at the end of 1947 was obtainable on the black market for 
about 100 schillings, cost only half that much last fall and today 
stands at 28 schillings, The English pound sterling is sold for about 
75 schillings and the Swiss franc for about 7 schillings. This is the 
lowest level to which "hard" foreign currencies have fallen since the 
end of the war, There is a similar trend in the price of gold on the 
Vienna market: at the end of February it fell to 23 schillings per 14 
carat gram or 56 schillings per 22 carat gram, Silver is now redeemed 
at the price of 500 schillings per kilo of 1000 fineness, but is still 
showing a tendency to drop. 


LIFE AT THE VIENNA ZOO BACK TO PREWAR LEVEL. In 1945, the Schoenbrunn 
Zoological Garden presented widespread evidence of war destruction and 
its animal inhabitants were almost completely decimated, Today the 
famed Vienna zoo has regained almost all of its prewar attraction. No 
less than 800,000 people visited the 1789 animals it housed by the end 
of 1948, At the end of the war a mere 400 animals were all that was 
left. At the end of last year there were 343 different animal families 
alone, and additional animals are still being received from abroad, 
Thus 15 to 20 animals are awaited from Swiss zoos on the basis of com- 
pensation arrangements, But new acquisitions will be reduced to a min- 
imum, it is hoped, by breeding many of the animals in Austria proper, 
although the supply of fodder still remains a big problem, The damages 
caused to some of the buildings by an air attack have largely been re- 
paired and it is expected that the fist and reptile parks which are 
still not accessible because of the destruction of the marshes in which 
they are housed, will again be open to the public in the very near 
future, 

‘ The Schoenbrunn Zoological Garden which dates back to the 16th 
Century is considered the oldest zoo in Europese, In 1780, Emperor 
Joseph II established it in its present size in the park of the Schoen- 
brunn Castle, 





MORE BEDS IN VIENNA'S HOSPITAIS, Today there are 15,561 beds in Vien- 
na's public and private hospitals or about 1600 more than were avail- 
able in 1928, 135,184 of these are in the city's municipally-operated 
hospitals, which right after the war had only 7170 beds, 








SHORTAGE OF TEACHING PERSONNEL AT AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITIES, The number of 
professors at Austrian universities is still below the prewar figure, 
despite the heavy increase in student enrolment since the war, At the 
Vienna Law School, for instance, 6251 students were registered for the 
1948 fall term as compared with 4082 in 1937, At the famous Faculty 
of Medicine of the University of Vienna, the number of students inc- 
reased from 703 in 1937 to 5723 in 1948, and at the Faculty of Philos- 
ophy (which includes the Departments of History, Modern and Classical 
Philology, Astronomy, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Zoology, Botan- 
ics, Geography and History of Biology) there are now 2000 students 
more than ten years ago, 

On the other hand, the number of professors at the Vienna Law 
School has gone down to 47 in 1948 as against 151 in 1937, In the 
Faculty of Philosophy there are now only 29 professors left out of 69 
in 1937, A similar critical situation exists at the Medical School 
where the number of professors is relatively high (21 in 1948, compared 
to 29 in 1937), but the number of assistant professors and instructora 
has gone down from 243 to 69 in the same period, In order to arrest 
this dangerous trend, the University of Vienna is trying to interest 
qualified students in taking up teaching, and is inviting distinguished 
professors who were expelled by the Nazis or left Austria after the 
German occupation to return to Vienna, 17 professors have already re- 
turned to their former chairs at the University and a number of others 
are expected to come back this year, 





U.S. EDUCATOR AWARDED HONORARY DEGREE BY VIENNA UNIVERSITY, Mr, Samuel 
Howard Williams, cChier of the Education Division of the U.S, Forces in 
Austria, was recently made Honorary Doctor of the University of Vienna 
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at a ceremony in which the President of the University, Dr. Denk, and 
the Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Dr. Duda, praised the American 
educator for his efforts on behalf of the University after the second 
World War, 


SCHOOL THEATER GROUP TOURS AUSTRIA, The “Theater for Schools", which 
offers stage performances of the world's great classical dramatists to 
Austrian school students in all parts of the country and especially in 
those localities which do not have a standing theater of their own, has 
just completed its first three-month tour of Austria, 56,000 school 
children attended the 90 performances which were given in conjunction 
with the schools’ teachers and their curriculum, An additional ain of 
these theatrical tours is to further an interest in the theater among 
talented students in order to replenish the supply of young stage art- 
ists, and also to promote a love for the theater among young people. 





FRENCH CHOIR TO PERFORM AT SALZBURG FESTIVAL, The famed Strasbourg 
Dome Choir, under the direction of Abbé Hoch, will present a perform- 
ance of Berlioz' choral work "L'enfance du Christ" at this year's Salz- 
burg Festival. The French Pasquier Trio has also accepted an invitati- 
on to appear at the Festival which will be held in Salzburg from July 
28th to August 30th, | 





EXHIBITION OF MODERN AUSTRIAN ART IN PRAGUE, The Czechoslovak Ministry 
of information recently announced that the exhibition of Austrian art 
which has been on display in Prague for several months has had to be 
extended because of its great popular success, The exhibition includes 
a large number of works by young Austrian painters and sculptors, Aft- 
er the end of the Prague Fair, the exhibition will be shown in Brno, 








VIENNA DANCE GROUP TO VISIT SOUTH AIZ:RICA, The well-known Viennese 
dance group of Grete Wiesenthal will leave for South America in June 
for a series of guest performances in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires and 
other leading cities. A guest tour of the United States with 40 booked 
performances by the dance ensemble is being planned for the 1949/50 
season, 





ROMAN RELIGIOUS CENTER DISCOVERED IN STYRIA, The remains of an extens- 
ive Roman temple district dating back to at least the 2nd Century A.D, 
were accidentally unearthed in Gleisdorf, about 16 miles from Graz, 
during recent road construction work in the area. Similar finds had 
already been made in this same general area more than two decades ago 
when the remains of early Roman dwellings had been discovered, but the 
archeological treasures that have now come to light encompass an entire 
center of worship consisting of a double temple surrounded by eight 
small chapels, dwellings, a cemetery and the remains of a 40 by 20-inch 
funeral pyre. Individual objects such as balsam glass bottles, ornam- 
ental leather belts, silver mirrors and even the remains of a funeral 
feast were also discovered. Archeologists believe that this settlement 
was already destroyed by invading Teutonic tribes as early as 180 A.D., 
the year Emperor Marcus Aurelius died, 








AUSTRIAN POPULAR SONG MAKES EUROPEAN HIT PARADE, The Austrian hit tune 
"Ich hab rote Haare” (I have red hair) has become one of Europe's most 
popular songs with a few short months, In Austria, Switzerland and 
Germany especially, it has outdistanced all other tunes in popular ap- 
peal. Radio Munich, for examnle, receives hundreds of letters daily 
from listeners eager to have the station play the song more often. The 


tune was first introduced a few months ago by the popular Viennese 
chanteuse Maria von Schmedes, 








DICK BUTTON SUCCESS IN VIENNA. The world figure-skating champion Dick 
Button, who only a few weeks ago successfully defended his title in 
Paris, recently gave two big guest performances in Vienna which were 
widely attended and crowned with success, Vienna, long the home and 
center of European figure-skating and native city of Eva Pavlik and 
Edi Rada who recently won the women and men's European figure-skating 
titles, gave Dick Button a festive and stormy welcome, The second Am- 
erican figure-skater Alan Jenkins also gave an exhibition performance 
which was likewise very well received. 

Luck was against Austria during the recent world championship 
figure-skating contest held in Paris at the end of February: Eva Pav- 
lik, whose chances for winning the world title were generally consid- 
ered excellent, entered the competition despite the fact that she had 
recently undergone a serious appendectomy but had to discontinue in 
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the middle of her performance as a result of a broken heel, The Vien- 
nese skater Edi Rada, holder of the European title, succeeded in win- 
ning second place in the men's competition, right after the invincible 
Dick Button, In the prescribed contest, Rada's 625.6 points trailed 
Button's 658,1 but topped the 625.1 points achieved by the Hungarian 
Kiraly. 


AUSTRIAN FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS IN 1949, Five major fairs and exhibi- 





tions will be held in Austria this year, according to an announcement 
by the Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna, 
' In addition to the Spring Vienna International Trade Fair from 
March 13 through March 20, there will be 
-the Trade Fair in Graz, Styria, from May 14 through May 22; 
-the Vienna International Automobile Exhibition, on the Vienna 
Fair grounds, from May 8 through May 15; 
-the Trade Fair in Innsbruck, Tyrol, during the fall, probably in 
October; and 
-the Fall Vienna International Trade Fair from September 11 
through Septenber 18, 1949, 
Information as to these events may be obtained from the Austrian 
Foreign Trade Office, 70 Wall Street, New York 5, N.¥.; Telephone: 
WHitehall 4-7295, 


READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
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ceremony in which the President of the University, Dr, Denk, and 
ne Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Dr. Duda, praised the American 
jucator for his efforts on behalf of the University after the second 
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SCHOOL TIFATER GROUP TOURS AUSTRIA, The “Theater for Schools", which 

offers stage performances of the world's great classical dramatists to 
Austrian school students in all parts of the country and especially in 
those localities which do not have a standing theater of their own, has 
just completed its first three-month tour of Austria. 56,000 school 

children attended the 90 performances which were given in conjunction 
ith the schools’ teachers and their curriculum, An additional aim of 
these theatrical tours is to further an interest in the theater among 
talented students in order to replenish the supply of young stage art- 
ists, and also to promote a love for the theater among young people, 











FRENCH CHOIR TO PERFORM AT SALZBURG FESTIVAL, The famed Strasbourg 
Dome Choir, under the direction of Abbé Hoch, will present a perform- 
ance of Berlioz' choral work "L'enfance du Christ" at this year's Salz- 
burg Festival. The l'rench Pasquier Trio has also accepted an invitati- 
on to appear at the Festival which will be held in Salzburg from July 
28th to August cOth, 








EXHIBITION OF MODERN AUSTRIAN ART IN PRAGUE, The Czechoslovak Ministry 
of information recently announced that the exhibition of Austrian art 
which has been on display in Prague for several months has had to be 
extended because of its great popular success, The exhibition includes 
a large number of works by young Austrian painters and sculptors, Aft- 
er the end of the Prague Fair, the exhibition will be shown in Erno, 





VIENNA DANCE GROUP TO VISIT SOUTH Ai~TSRICA, The well-known Viennese 
dance group of Grete Wiesenthal will leave for South America in June 
for a series of guest performances in Rio de Janeiro, Euenos Aires and 
other leading cities. A guest tour of the United States with 40 booked 
performances by: the dance ensemble is being planned for the 1949/50 
SEASON, 





ROMAN RELIGIOUS CENTER DISCOVERED iN STYRLA. The remains of an extens- 
ive Roman temple district datim; back to at least the <nd Century A.D, 
were accidentally unearthed in Gleisdorf, about 16 miles from Graz, 
during recent road construction work in the area, Similar finds had 
already been made in this same general area more than two decades ago 
when the remains of early Koman dwellings had been discovered, but the 
archeological treasures that have now come to light encompass an entire 
center of worship consisting of a double temple surrounded by eight 
small chapels, dwellings, a cemetery and the remains of a 40 by 20-inch 
funeral pyre. Individual objects such as balsam glass bottles, ornam- 
ental leather belts, silver mirrors and even the remains of a funeral 
feast were also discovered. Archeologists believe that this settlement 
was already destroyed by invading Teutonic tribes as early as 180 A.D., 
the year Emperor Marcus Aurelius died, 








AUSTRIAN POPULAR SONG MAKES EUROPEAN HIT PARADE, The Austrian hit tune 
"Ich hab rote Haare” (1 have red hair) has become one of Europe's most 
popular songs with a few short months, In Austria, Switzerland and 
Germany especially, it has outdistanced all other tunes in popular ap- 
peal, Radio Munich, for example, receives hundreds of letters daily 
from listeners eager to have the station play the song more often. The 
tune was first introduced a few months ago by the popular Viennese 
chanteuse Maria von Schmedes, 





DICK BUTTON SUCCESS IN VIENNA. The world figure-skating champion Dick 
button, who only a few weeks ago successfully defended his title in 
Paris, recently gave two big guest performances in Vienna which were 
widely attended and crowned with success, Vienna, long the home and 
center of European figure-skating and native city of Eva Pavlik and 
Edi Rada who recently won the women and men's European figure-skating 
titles, gave Dick Button a festive and stormy welcome, ‘The second Am- 
erican figure-skater Alan Jenkins also gave an exhibition performance 
which was likewise very well received. 

Luck was against Austria during the recent world championship 
figure-skating contest held in Paris 2t the end of February: Eva Pav- 
lik, whose chances for winning the world title were generally consid- 
ered excellent, entered the competition despite the fact that she had 
recently undergone a serious appendectomy but had to discontinue in 
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the middle of her performance as a result of a broken heel, The Vien- 
nese skater Edi Rada, holder of the European title, succeeded in win- 
ning second place in the men's competition, right after the invincible 
Dick Button, In the prescribed contest, Rada's 625.6 points trailed 
Button's 658.1 but topped the 625.1 points achieved by the Hungarian 
Kiralye 


AUSTRIAN FAIRS AND 2. LIBITIONS IN 1949, Five major fairs and exhibi- 
tions will be held in Austria this year, according to an announcement 
by the rederal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna, 

In addition to the Spring Vienna International Trade Fair from 
arch 13 through March 20, there will be 

-the Trade Fair in Graz, Styria, from May 14 through May 22; 

-the Vienna International Automobile Exhibition, on the Vienna 

Fair grounds, from May 8 through May 15; 

-the ‘rade Fair in innsbruck, Tyrol, curing the fall, probably in 

October; and 

-the Fall Vienna International Trade Fair from September 11 

through Septenber 18, 1949,. 

Information as to these events may be obtained from the Austrian 
Foreign Trade Office, 70 Wall Street, New York 5, N.Y.; Telephone: 
WHitehall 4-7295, 
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